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Historic Elmwood Cemetery has been a trusted part of Winnipeg’s rich tradition and history for well over a century.  
Since its founding in 1902, Historic Elmwood Cemetery has committed itself to providing outstanding service and beautiful 

environments for honouring heritage, remembering loved ones, and commemorating special events. We welcome and serve  
all faiths and cultures, and we offer a wide range of options for memorialization. 

“A mother’s arms are  
more comforting than 

anyone else’s.” 
 - Princess Diana

Once upon a memory
Someone wiped away a tear,
Held me close and loved me,

Thank you, Mother dear.
- Anonymous

Mother’s Day falls on Sunday, May 10. Our usual practice 
of having members of The Board of Directors of Historic 
Elmwood Cemetery greet visitors with carnations for their 
mothers’ graves has been cancelled. In light of the corona 
virus pandemic we, the Board, considered it prudent to do 
so. We wish Happy Mother’s Day to all and look forward to 
a normal year in 2021. Thank you for your understanding. 



As I write this report 
it feels like we might 
get an early spring. 
We can only remain 
hopeful as Old Man 
Winter sometimes 
does not go easily.

The winter was busy 
for the cemetery and 

its staff. We had several full burials this 
winter and remind our patrons that these 
sites can take until mid-June to clean up, 
soil and seed. If you have a concern with 
a site, please let the office know and we 
will provide a timeline to you for repair 
of the site. 

Our cleanup of broken tree limbs and 
other debris has continued over the 
winter and we continue to find new 
damage from the October storm. We will 
inspect trees this spring, but if you have a 
concern about a tree, please let the office 
know so we can inspect it.

Our office staff has finished new maps 
for the cemetery. This will make it much 
easier to navigate to a site. Due to the size 
of the cemetery if you are visiting and do 
not know where your relatives are located 
please call the office and they can prepare 
a map for you in advance.

We have also completed an inventory of 
available graves. We have hundreds of single 
graves, but double monument plots are in 
short supply. If you are contemplating a 
family plot we suggest you get in touch 
with the office this summer.

We continue to scan historical documents 
into the system, so an electronic record 
is available for easy recovery. We are 
interested in your family history, so if 
you have obituaries or family histories, 
we would appreciate having a copy that 
we can attach to the system.

Last summer was extremely dry and 
several monuments shifted or fell over.  
We have been able to rectify most of 
these, but if your monument has moved 
or is leaning please see the office for a 
quote to fix the problem. If you are out 
of town, you can call the office and we 
will check the monument for you.

We will be working in our infant sections 
and will continue to repair old damaged 
monuments this summer. As time and 
staff permit, we will also be raising and 
levelling flat marker stones in some 
sections of the cemetery. If you have 
concerns about a site, please contact the 
office for a maintenance quote.

We had a successful past year and I would 
like to thank you for your generosity 
and past support as we cannot keep 
the cemetery in top shape without you. 
Every dollar donated is invested in our 
endowment fund at The Winnipeg 
Foundation which provides inflation 
protected investment income to Elmwood 
Cemetery in perpetuity.

The Friends of Elmwood Cemetery is 
dedicated to preserving and ensuring 
that the cemetery is maintained forever. 
We wish you well over the summer 
months and look forward to seeing you 
in the future.

Report of the Executive Director

Bruce Birchard

The Newsletter
We hope that you appreciate our 
new name and new look. Instead 
of “The Bulletin” the newsletter 
has been renamed  “Connections” 
because we are connecting the 
past, the present, and the future 
for our readers. When we found 
that the fonts were getting smaller 
due to space, an extra page was 
added. At this time please be 
reminded that we are always 
looking for stories about your 
family members who are buried 
here at Elmwood. If you are not 
already on our mailing list, call 
the office.

Reminder from  
the Office
Many Legacy Care contracts are 
due for renewal. (Legacy Care 
is the new term for Long Term 
Care.) Please check to see if yours 
is one of them. Contact the office 
if you must renew.

Also, please make certain that a 
‘next generation rights holder’ has 
been designated for the graves for 
which you are the rights holder 
at the present time. Contact the 
office for particulars.

The Sixth Annual 
Sleigh Ride
On Louis Riel Day, February 
17, the members of the Board of 
Directors hosted the sleigh ride 
through the cemetery. About two 
hundred people participated and 
enjoyed coffee, hot chocolate, and 
cookies in the office. I would like to thank you for your  

generosity and past support as we cannot 
keep the cemetery in top shape  

without you. 



Report of the Executive Director Treasurer’s Report

When I joined The Board of Directors 
I met those wonderful founders of The 
Friends of Elmwood Cemetery, local 
people, important people, committed 
people, all with one goal: SAVE 
Elmwood Cemetery. 
The cemetery was saved, beautified and 
enhanced. It wasn’t just money but also 
management, support from City and 
Province, and support from families 

with a vested interest that saved Elmwood. We’ve got the 
management. We don’t rely on City or Province. Finances 
are in check.
What we know is this:
We rely on management and on you. We’ve come this far 
and now it’s time to ‘put the pedal to the metal’. Continue 
your commitment of annual or monthly donations and 
make a commitment in your will. Don’t postpone your 
purchase of a plot or a columbarium site.
Through the Winnipeg Foundation we will make your 
commitment extra valuable.
We don’t know what the future holds but we are planning 
to be prepared.
I would like to thank Nancy and Bruce for their timely 
reporting and the Board members for their input throughout 
the year.

Jim Baker

Dr. Henry Havelock Chown
Dr. Chown is another memorable Manitoban 
buried at Elmwood Cemetery. He was born in 
Kingston, Ontario in 1859 and he graduated in 
1880 from Queen’s University as a doctor at the 
age of 21. Dr. Chown then pursued postgraduate 
studies in London, England. For 32 years Henry 
Chown was a surgeon at Winnipeg General 
Hospital as well as a physician at Children’s 

Hospital for 21 years. Great West Life Assurance Company 
employed him as Chief Medical Officer for over 50 years. He 
spent 15 years as a member of the Board of Governors at the 
University of Manitoba. In addition he served as president of the 
Winnipeg Medical Association and as President of the Canadian 
Medical Association (1900-1901). During the First World War 
he was Surgeon and Major of the 90th Regiment. This very busy 
doctor and surgeon was also a member of The Manitoba Club 
and he was a founding member of the St. Charles Country Club. 
The Chown Building on campus at the University of Manitoba 
is commemorated to the memory of this very accomplished and 
distinguished gentleman.

A LIGHTER SIDE

Although a cemetery is a solemn place where 
one respectfully remembers and reflects on the 
loss of loved ones, there are times when there is 
lightness and humour. We have received two such 
submissions which we will share here. The first 
comes to us from Wendy Logan.

“My husband’s grandmother, Theodosia Sylvester 
Empey, was buried there. Her headstone reads 
EMPEY. She died on June 26, 1937 (on her 
daughter June’s birthday). Theodosia’s husband, 
Charles, … lived at 113 Harbison and so it was 
easy for the family to visit. Charles went on a 
regular basis and began to talk to a widow, Vona 
Gray, who was visiting her husband’s grave.They 
became friends and married in 1942. They moved 
to Vancouver and were married for many years.”

Ernie Parrish who worked on the grounds when he 
was a teenager sends in this story:

“One time I heard a scream nearby and ran to see 
what was the commotion. Well, Mrs. Annie Pepper 
who supervised the maintenance of private graves, 
and who stood barely 5 feet was climbing out of a 
sunken grave. Two senior ladies visiting saw and 
totally misinterpreted the situation. I was able to 
pull Annie out of the hole and we explained to the 
visitors that Mrs. Pepper was really alive.”

John Arlington Flanders
John Arlington Flanders arrived in 
Winnipeg from Ontario around 1911. He 
quickly founded his own company. John 
A. Flanders Company was a real estate and 
investment firm. Mr. Flanders became a 
Director of the Monarch Life Assurance 
Company and Supervisor of the mortgage 
department at Sun Life. For eight years he 

was president of the Manitoba Horticultural Association. 
And there he shone! He had a deep love of growing 
vegetation. Nearly all of the beautiful greenery in Winnipeg 
was planted by mankind. Mr. Flanders was extremely 
successful at implementing this horticulture. He gave 
the Winnipeg Parks Board excellent service as a member 
and was soon Chairman. Through the commitment and 
dedication of Mr. Flanders and men like him, there are 
wonderful stately trees and beautiful well-treed areas in 
our city. Mr. Flanders passed away in 1952 and is buried 
in Elmwood Cemetery amid his beloved foliage. 

“All that I am or ever hope to be,  
I owe to my angel mother.” 

 - Abraham Lincoln



Mother’s Day on this continent is 
always celebrated on the second Sunday 
in May. How did this recognition of 
mothers come to be?

Actually Mother’s Day has a rather dark 
history unlike the lighthearted happy 
day that it has evolved into. Originally 
it was founded for mourning women to 
remember fallen soldiers and to work 
together for peace.

In the 1850’s Ann Reeves 
Jarvis of  West Virginia began 
Mother’s Day work clubs in an 
attempt to improve sanitary 
conditions in order to lower 
the infant mortality rate. These 
groups of women also tended 
wounded soldiers on both 
sides during the U.S. Civil War 

from 1861 until 1865.

Postwar the women organized Mother’s 
Friendship Day picnics and other events 
where the aim was to unite former foes 
from the North and the South. In 1870 
the composer of ”The Battle Hymn of 
the Republic”, Julia Ward Howe, issued 
a “Mother’s Day Proclamation” which 
called upon all women to promote 
peace. Ann Reeves Jarvis worked on 
these initiatives, but her daughter, Anna 
Jarvis, was responsible for instituting 
Mother’s Day as we know it. After her 
mother’s death in 1905, Anna Jarvis 
set into motion the first Mother’s Day 
observances in 1908. Her idea was 
that each person would honour his 
or her own mother on that day and 
it would be a family affair; hence the 
singular mother’s as opposed to the 
plural mothers’ in Mother’s Day. As the 
observances became more widespread, 
President Woodrow Wilson made it 
official that Mother’s Day would be on 
the second Sunday in May every year.

On her first official Mother’s Day in 
1908, Anna gave away hundreds of 
white carnations, her mother’s favourite 
flower. She said, “The carnation does not 
drop its petals, but hugs them close to 

its heart as it dies, and so, too, mothers 
hug their children to their hearts, their 
mother love never dying.” Sadly Anna’s 
dream of an intimate Mother’s Day 
soured quickly when merchants seized 
the opportunity to commercialize the 
day. Greeting cards, candy, flowers, 
and gift items were suddenly advertised 
and promoted. Anna was infuriated 
and dedicated the rest of her life to 
reversing this trend. She actually 
incorporated herself as the “Mother’s 
Day International Association”. She 
stated that “ to have Mother’s Day the 
burdensome, wasteful, expensive gift 
day that Christmas and other special 
days have become is not our pleasure.” 

Using her substantial inheritance she 
threatened lawsuits, organized boycotts, 
and even verbally attacked First Lady 
Eleanor Roosevelt for using Mother’s 
Day to raise funds for charity. At one 
time she had 33 Mother’s Day lawsuits 
pending. So fervent was she in her 
conviction, Anna Jarvis crashed a 
convention of candy makers in 1925. 
She was arrested for disturbing the peace 
at a 1927 convention  of the American 
War Mothers. This group incensed 
Anna because on Mother’s Day they 
raised funds by selling carnations. This 
woman’s mission to reform Mother’s 
Day by eliminating commercialism 
continued into the 1940’s. 

In 1948 Anna Jarvis died penniless in 
a state of dementia. She herself could 
have  profited handsomely from Mother’s 
Day but for decades she fought against 
those who did make money. It cost her 
everything both financially and physically. 
In the end, commercialism won.

The History 
of Mother’s Day

Did You Know?
 Forty countries around the world 

celebrate Mother’s Day.

 About 325 million flowers are 
sent in Canada.

 There are more than 10 million 
mothers in Canada.

 The gift least wanted  by mothers 
is a gym membership.

 The gift most wanted by mothers 
is more time with her family.

 In the U.S. the total amount 
spent on Mother’s Day is around 
$25 billion.

 Hallmark does well. About 133 
million cards are sold for Mother’s 
Day.

 A white carnation is a symbol 
in remembering a mother who has 
passed away.

Anna Jarvis



The cemetery is rapidly losing its 
tree cover as our mature elms are 
succumbing to Dutch Elm Disease. We 
have removed over 100 mature elms 
over the last few winters. With the 
emerald ash borer now infecting ash 
trees in Winnipeg we can expect to lose 
ash trees soon.

We have planted over 100 replacement 
trees, but these will take decades to 
mature. Our canopy was also stressed in 
the October storm and a few trees had 
to be removed for safety reasons.

To help preserve our existing canopy of 
trees the Board has developed a plan to 
slow the loss of our mature trees. We 
are into the second year of a multi-year 
plan. The plan and actions to date are 
outlined below.

Working with Matt Vinet of Green Drop 
Tree Care we were able to convince the 
City of Winnipeg to treat the cemetery 
as a park in their Diseased Dutch Elm 
Tree Removal system. This means that 
all the diseased elm trees are removed 
in a concentrated stretch each winter by 
March 31. This prevents the migration 
of beetles in the spring. By removing the 
elms, we hope to slow the progression of 
the disease in our cemetery. Thank you, 
City of Winnipeg.

Green Drop Tree Care has developed 
an electronic map and inventory of 
our mature trees. Each tree has been 
inspected and rated on urgency of care. 
A work plan for all trees was developed 
and a budget for the work completed. 
The map and inventory are live and as 
work is completed the map is updated.

The good news is that we have just under 
1,000 mature trees in our cemetery even 
after the removal of this year’s elms and 
many other trees this winter for various 
reasons (dead, diseased, safety, etc.).  
The bad news is that to protect our 
canopy the plan will cost in excess of 
$200,000 spread over a few years.

We have approximately 500 mature 
elm, ash and oak trees in the cemetery. 
Over the past two winters we pruned 
and trimmed over 100 elm trees leaving 
just over 200 to be done. Our plan is to 
prune these remaining elms over the next 
3 to 4 years at which point we will switch 
to other species. Removal of stumps will 
be ongoing through the year.

The next step in our Save the Elms 
campaign is to inject elm trees in early 
July with Arbotect® 20-S fungicide, 
a product developed by BioForest 
Technologies Inc., which will protect 
each elm from Dutch Elm Disease for 
3 years. This costs between $500 and 
$1500 per tree. Green Drop has chosen 
some of our largest and healthiest trees 
for this step. We can inject 20-40 trees 
each year.

We will also continue to spray our 
trees with Basal in late August to help 
prevent the overwintering of elm bark 
beetles which carry the Dutch Elm 
Disease fungus.

So how can you help? For starters any 
donation to the cemetery builds our 
perpetual fund which provides the 
income for these projects. With a $500 
donation you can Adopt A Tree. We 
will specifically inject an elm tree and 
provide signage with your family name, 
if desired, by the tree. The more trees 
to be adopted, the faster we can protect 
our elms. I would like to thank the 
families who have adopted a tree over 
the winter and encourage everyone to 
help as much as they can. Please just 
mark your donation slip or let our staff 
know if you are adopting a tree.

On-line Donations
By selecting the Donate button on our 
website at  historicelmwoodcemetery.ca 
you will be transferred to our page at 
The Winnipeg Foundation. This is a 
secure connection.

Follow the instructions, enter your 
credit card information and your 
donation will go directly to our fund. 
Your receipt will be emailed to you 
immediately. This can be a one time 
or repeat monthly donation. 

By donating directly, The Winnipeg 
Foundation will match your donation 
on a $1 for $9 basis and will pay the 
credit card transaction fee, saving the 
cemetery this cost.

If you are not comfortable with this, 
you can still mail, call or come into 
the office to make your donation.

Thank you again for your past and 
future support. 

Save our Elms



Yes, I would like to help preserve and care for  
Historic Elmwood Cemetery:

 Please accept my gift of $____________________________ (return envelope enclosed)

 Annual Donation $_________________    Monthly Donation $ _________________   

 Please accept my credit card donation: (please print)

To make a gift by credit card fill out this form or call 204-667-9481

Card number____________________________CVC_________  VISA   MC   Amex

Expiry ____/____ Signature ________________________________________________  

To receive a charitable tax receipt please include the following information:

Name __________________________________________________________________

Address:____________________________________ City:________________________

Province:___________________________________ Postal Code: __________________

Phone: ____________________________ Email: _______________________________

Please make cheques payable to Friends of Elmwood Cemetery Inc.

88 Hespeler Avenue, 
Winnipeg MB  R2L 0L3  
Phone: 204 667 9481  
Email: office@elmcem.ca   
www.historicelmwoodcemetery.ca

Proudly owned & operated by 
Friends of Elmwood Cemetery Inc.

HOURS OF OPERATION:

Office  9:00 am - 4:30 pm  
 Monday to Friday

Closed 12:00 - 1:00 for lunch

Cemetery 8:00 am - 8:00 pm  
 (April to October)
 8:00 am - 4:30 pm   
 (October to April)

Charitable Registration No:
88462 0626 RR0001

MONTH      YEAR

Please meet  
our dedicated  
Board of Directors  
& Cemetery Staff

If you have received this newsletter in error, or if your address has changed, please call 

the cemetery office so we can update your information. 

If you know of friends or family who would like to be added to our mailing list,  

please let us know.

For Historic Elmwood Cemetery to be financially self-sufficient in the future, the annual 

amount of our investment income will need to cover most of our annual operating costs.

Our policy is to place 100% of all donations into our Perpetual Endowment Fund held 

at the Winnipeg Foundation. This grows our fund and provides increased investment 

income each year. Income from our fund covers over 50% of our operating costs, 

with the remainder split between plot and niche sales and fees for interments and 

maintenance. Sometime in the future our plots and niches will be sold, and this source 

of revenue will cease for the cemetery.  This income, currently $125,000 annually, will 

have to be replaced by investment income. Based on our current payout ratio of 5% this 

would require our endowment fund to grow a further $2.5 million from today’s base.

So, your donations matter as each dollar donated moves us closer to ensuring the care 

of the cemetery in perpetuity for your loved ones.

Why do your donations matter?

Our Board of Directors

Mr. Richard Schwartz, Chair

Mr. Jim Baker, Director

Mr. Hollingsworth Cowan, Director

Mr. Ron Hector, Director

Mrs. Alison Mendres, Director

Mr. Harry Sklar, Director

Mrs. Linda Klassen, Director

Mr. Rudy Klassen, Director

Our Operations Team

Mr. Bruce Birchard,  
Executive Director
Mrs. Nancy Borne, Office Manager

Mr. Richard Joy,  
Director of Cemetery Operations  
and Maintenance


